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The 
Copyright 

Police

“P2P is criminal.”



the 
Copyright 
Anarchists

credit: flickr/honkasuo

“P2P is unstoppable.”



the Realists

 
“advertising is the answer.”

credit: flickr/corypina



What happens to P2P 
file sharing?

• “Copyright Police:” it remains illegal but 
marginalized by prosecution

• “Copyright Anarchists:” it remains illegal 
but will eventually dominate all other 
distribution

• “Realists:” it remains illegal and continues 
at roughly current adoption levels
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A different approach
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A different approach

• License the network, not     
the individual

• Collect usage data from 
multiple sources, including P2P

• Pay content owners 
proportional to usage



A different approach

• Existing consumer P2P file-sharing 
behavior becomes legal

• Efficiencies of P2P can be better 
realized by network operators and 
consumers

• Less money for “arms race,” more 
money for content
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Usage Counting

• Actual usage, not P2P transactions

• Off-line as well as online consumption

• Any player application, with no plug-ins or 
additional installation required

• Not just number of plays, but how much of 
a given file was consumed
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Usage Counting

• Completely voluntary; may be disabled or 
uninstalled by user

• Combination of file-based and content-
based identification; watermark-compatible

• Extensive online reporting

• Mac, iPod/iPhone support coming soon



The Big Finish

• Blanket licensing is a viable solution with 
real benefits for consumers, content 
owners, and the P2P community

• Noank’s usage counting technology is ideal 
for blanket licensing applications as well as 
for more conventional usage monitoring
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